PN 


Cincinnati-based Kroger Co. has 2,800 stores across the U.S., making it the largest grocer in the country. USA TODAY NETWORK 


Kroger stock jumps 
amid Alibaba talk 


Deal with Chinese 
behemoth could 
blunt Amazon 


easily top $50 billion — would be four 
times larger than last year’s acquisition of 
Whole Foods by Amazon that sent tradi- 
tional grocers scrambling to boost their 
digital capabilities. 

Senior Kroger executives met with sen- 
ior Alibaba officials last month in China, 
the New York Post and Reuters reported, 


Looking to fight back against Amazon’s 
move into the grocery business, Cincin- 
nati-based Kroger Co. is reportedly eyeing 
an alliance with the Seattle juggernaut’s 
nemesis: China’s Alibaba. 

Industry speculation has Kroger ex- 
ploring everything from a technology alli- 
ance to an outright acquisition by the 
Hangzhou-based tech company. 

Such an epic takeover — which could 


Alexander Coolidge 
Cincinnati Enquirer 


USA TODAY NETWORK See KROGER, Page 11A 
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40 years ago, 
blizzard 
buried city 
More than 70 died in 


Ohio, Kentucky and 
Indiana from epic storm. 


@ USA TODAY, 3B 


Acceptance 
of gay people 
on the decline 
Survey a setback that 


activists said is stunning 
but not unexpected. 


WEEKEND, 1D 


Dinosaurs 
prowling 
Downtown 
Jurassic Quest traveling 


exhibit comes to con- 
vention center. 
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513.381.3300 
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Juanjo Mena conductor 
Javier Perianes piano 


MUSIC HALL | 
FEB 25 


John Morris Russell conductor 


MUSIC HALL | 
FEB 2-3 


AN EVENING WITH 
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Weather 


High 58° KLow 32° 
Sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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